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Synopsis

‘The environmental and ecological contexts of ancient fossil and archasological discoveries are key to defining the course and cause of key events in human evolution. In
‘Aftica, human ovolution occurred against a background of profound cimatic change that dramatically impacted environments of ancient human occupation. These African
records, spanning the Pliocane to the Anthropocene, reveal episodes of population expansion and adaptive innovaltion—as well as speciation and extinclion—in response fo
‘ecosystem-level changes. But ranslating across records with highly divergent spatiotemporal scales Is @ significant challenge, as researchers attempt fo ti local
evolutionary events causally to global -mediated shits in Amore complote u g of these processes both informs us about our past and
iluminates implications for the present-day humankind in an era of rapid climate change.

In is AARS ituel presentaion, scleniats In ASUsInsitute of Hurnan Origins (HO) wil speak about how thei urret research addresses hese challenges and dries
the dynamics of early human—environmental interactions over deep time.
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